
Shipping accidents  
in the Coral Triangle 
could severely impact  
the livelihoods and  
food security of the  
120 million people 
that rely on the areas 
resources. 
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The Coral Triangle’s eConomiC value
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In 2002, the Prestige oil 
tanker sunk resulting  
in over 70,000  
tonnes of oil being  
released into the Atlantic 
Ocean off the Spanish 
coast. It caused not only 
devastating environmental 
impacts but economic 
losses estimated at €8 
billion. But out of this 
disaster came a bridge of 
trust between fishermen  
and environmentalists  
          that still exist  
          today.

grounding
Wrecked or stranded 
vessels caused by striking 
the sea bottom, shore  
or underwater wrecks  
is the second most  
common  
cause of  
ship losses

•  The shipping industry needs to promote  
greater owner and operator responsibility

• ships should register with better flag states 
•  highlight irresponsible and badly performing flag states
•  Bad and unsafe practices should be scrutinized publicly  

deFiniTion oF Flag sTaTe
The flag state is the country the ship is registered 
to and that has the authority and responsibility  
to enforce regulations over vessels.
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The risK FaCTors
The greatest probability of a shipping accident occurring  
is when all of the following factors act together:
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The Coral Triangle

aCCidenTs hoT sPoTs

aCCidenTs aT sea
Some of the world’s most iconic oceans are also the  
most at risk. The South China Sea and East Indies, east 
Mediterranean and Black Sea, North Sea and British 
Isles were found to be dangerous hotspots for accidents 
involving ships. WWF is reinforcing the importance of 
ensuring that vessels are built, maintained and operated  
to a high standard so as to lower the risk of accidents.

Foundering
Sinking due to rough weather, 
leaks or breaking in two, but 
not collisions, causes 50% of all 
annual ship losses.
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